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The impact of the progressive movement in Urdu literature

Dr. Asad Nawaz
Department of Urdu, National University of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan.
Abstract:

The Progressive Writers Movement (PWM) in Urdu literature had a profound impact on
the evolution of literary thought and socio-political expression in the 20th century. This
article explores the historical background, ideologies, and the cultural transformations
triggered by the movement. With an emphasis on the integration of social realism and
political advocacy, the article assesses how progressive writers challenged traditional
norms and inspired new literary trends. The influence of PWM not only shaped literary
forms but also played a vital role in raising awareness on issues such as social justice,
human rights, and class struggles. Through a critical examination of key figures, the article
sheds light on the movement's lasting legacy in contemporary Urdu literature.
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